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the king's wages.   I can remember that I buckled his harness when he went
into Blackheath field."

The list of Parliaments held by Henry VII. is not impressive, but it is not
negligible. It is reprinted here from Pollard's Reign of Henry VII. from
Contemporary Sources.

ist Parliament met Nov. 7, 1485, adjourned Dec. 10.   Reassembled Jan. 23, 1486,

dissolved Feb.

2nd Parliament met Nov. 9,1487, dissolved before Christmas.
3rd Parliament met Jan. 13,1489, adjourned Feb. 23.   Reassembled Oct. 14, adjourned

Dec. 4.   Reassembled Jan. 25,1490, dissolved Feb. 27.
4th Parliament met Oct. 17, 1491, prorogued Dec. 4.   Reassembled Jan. 26, 1492,

dissolved March 5.
5th Parliament met Oct. 14,1495.
6th Parliament met Jan. 16,1497, dissolved March 13.
7th Parliament met Jan. 25,1504.

It will be noticed that there was an interval of more than seven years between
the summoning of the sixth and the seventh parliaments; and in the last
five years of his reign there was no parliament at all, and some people might have
judged that parliaments had gone for good. Nevertheless, in the reign of the
next king who was temperamentally more despotic than Henry VII., parliament
functioned steadily and with increasing influence as the reign went on.